
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact: Stacie Fasola  (617) 457-5418 
  Despina Gakopoulos (617) 457-5502 
  newsmedia@roadscholar.org 
 
GRANDFATHER AND GRANDDAUGHTER DISCOVER THE GRAND CANYON AND 

SPECIAL BOND ON ROAD SCHOLAR ADVENTURE 
 
BOSTON (September 30, 2011) — For Mike Zoob, from Scituate, Mass., spending time with his 
granddaughter doesn’t mean just holidays. This summer Mike and granddaughter Gwendolyn shared an 
unforgettable experience on a Road Scholar intergenerational adventure in Arizona.   
 
It was not yet noon one hot day in June, but the temperature inside the Grand Canyon was already 
soaring toward 100 degrees, and as the raft carrying the Road Scholar program group dipped through 
the rapid, the splash of the Colorado River provided welcome relief for Mike and Gwen.  On shore 
minutes later the program coordinator led the 22 explorers up a canyon trail, Gwen caught up to him at 
the front of the group.  The group rounded a bend and Gwen gasped. Before her was the hidden 
waterfall they had been seeking.   
 
This is the story Gwen tells if you ask her to recount her favorite memory of the adventure, the climax 
of an unforgettable experience.  For Mike it was the culmination of a week spent celebrating his bond 
with his granddaughter.  
 
“This program was a special event in my life,” Mike says. “Time spent with one’s grandchild 
experiencing new things, particularly when it’s just the grandparent and grandchild creates a priceless 
opportunity for bonding with and learning about each other.” 
 
The program, Exploring Sedona’s Red Rock Country and the Grand Canyon by River, cast Mike in the role of 
participant in the type of educational adventure he has been helping make available to adults for 35 
years.  As the first employee of Road Scholar, Mike and two colleagues worked together in 1977 to 
create a not-for-profit organization that would mark the establishment of Elderhostel, Inc.  
 
Through the last three decades Mike has served Road Scholar in virtually every capacity, working to 
make its educational adventures available to adults interested in lifelong learning. Through his countless 
interactions with participants in the organization’s programs over the years, he is well-acquainted with 
the transformative experiences the programs provide, though up until his program with Gwen he had 
never experienced an intergenerational learning adventure. That all changed this year when he arrived in 
Arizona as a grandfather and participant.  
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“There was time for interacting one on one with Gwen,” Mike says, “and then there was the pleasure of 
watching her try things outside of her normal experience. It’s fascinating to watch children go from 
clinging to their grandparents to coalescing in their own group. They grow right before your eyes.” 
 
Other highlights of the six-day program included handling snakes and swimming in a river while 
learning how the current had carved the surrounding canyon. Gwen was particularly interested in 
learning about the Native American peoples who have inhabited the region for millennia.  One 
morning on the Hualapai reservation, a great-grandmother from the tribe brought her newest great-
grandson to meet the participants while she explained the traditions of her people. Only three months 
old, the baby wore a medicine bag around his neck. 
 
“It was really cool,” Gwen recalls. “I made one just like it with the other kids during crafts time.” 
 
Mike says his granddaughter has inspired him to continue to explore with Road Scholar as a participant.  
“I now have the challenge of staying in good enough shape to attend programs with my three other 
grandchildren. That’s something I look forward to very much.” 
 
For more information on Road Scholar’s intergenerational offerings for grandparents and 
grandchildren, visit: http://www.roadscholar.org/programs/grandparenttravel.asp.  
 
About Road Scholar 
Road Scholar is a not-for-profit organization with a mission to inspire adults to learn, discover and 
travel. Our learning adventures engage expert instructors, provide extraordinary access, and stimulate 
discourse and friendship among people for whom learning is the journey of a lifetime. Since its 
inception, more than 5 million people have enrolled in its 7,000 iconic educational adventures offered 
annually in 50 states and 150 countries around the world.  
 
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in 
lifelong learning since 1975. Road Scholar is headquartered in Boston, Mass. with offices in the U.S. 
and the United Kingdom. To learn more, please visit our website at www.roadscholar.org/press.   
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